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EAST HAMPSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL

At a meeting of the Development Policy and Affordable Housing Panel held on 17 
December 2018

Present 

Councillor:   S Pond (Chairman)

Councillors: D Evans (Vice-Chairman), R Ayer, K Carter, L Evans, A Glass,              
C Louisson, K Moon, S Schillemore, I Thomas and A Williams

6 Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received from Councillors D Ashcroft and G Shepherd.

7 Chairman's Announcements 

There were no chairman’s announcements.

8 Declarations of Interest 

There were no declarations of interest.

9 The East Hampshire District Council Local Plan Review 2017 – 2036 

The Chairman explained that the draft Local Plan (Appendix B) set out the 
spatial development strategy including the level and location of development.  It 
also allocated sites and locations for growth as well as offering high level and 
detailed guidance on important matters such as economic development and 
jobs, provision of housing for all, and the protection and enhancement of the 
environment over the plan period.

In addition to the recommendations within the report, she advised the panel that 
Site SA6, Hillside Close, Headley, in the Local Plan had been mapped 
incorrectly to include part of a residential garden. This error would be rectified 
for Cabinet / Council.

The Chairman handed over to Cllr Glass, Portfolio Holder for Planning, who 
explained the importance for the Council to have an up to date local plan, 
specifically considering the legal requirement for planning authorities to review 
their local plan every five years.  The challenging timetable for preparing the 
Local Plan had been published in January 2018 and she thanked officers for 
meeting the first key milestone of producing a Draft Local Plan for public 
consultation.

The engagement of councillors at both district and parish levels, along with the 
public, was core to the plan making process and she explained the work that 
had been undertaken to date.  The draft local plan has been developed with 
extensive input from councillors and it was crucial that public consultation 
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commenced on this draft Local Plan in February 2019 to ensure that the 
emerging Local Plan was as advanced as possible by the time the Joint Core 
Strategy was five years old.

The Planning Policy Manager, introduced the report.  This was the first key 
stage of the draft Local Plan and the first formal opportunity for the public to 
have input during a six-week consultation period.  

On adoption, the Local Plan would replace all policies in the Joint Core 
Strategy, Housing and Employment Allocations 2016 and the saved policies 
from the 2006 Second Review.  The single whole new plan would only cover 
those parts in the district that EHDC is the local planning authority for and 
therefore, would exclude the South Downs National Park.

Following consideration by DPAHP, and any recommendations to the Head of 
Planning, Cabinet would consider the draft Local Plan on 17 January 2019 
before it would be presented to Council on the same day.  Public consultation 
would begin on 5 February 2019 for a six-week period and officers would 
consider representations made and make changes as necessary.

During the of Summer 2019, there would be another period of public 
consultation on the proposed submission Local Plan before it is submitted to an 
independent Planning Inspector for Examination.

In response to a question raised as to why the draft Local Plan began from the 
period 2017, the Planning Policy Manager confirmed that this was the start of 
the evidence base.

The Panel considered each chapter of the draft Local Plan.  The page numbers 
referred to are that of the draft Local Plan document itself.

Chapter 1 set out the structure of the Local Plan and makes it clear which 
policies new Neighbourhood Plans could supersede.  In response to a question 
about existing Neighbourhood Plans, the Planning Policy Manager confirmed 
that existing Neighbourhood Plans were saved policies and would continue.

Chapter 2 had been developed with regard to existing visions and objectives 
and had been updated reflecting the findings of a workshop in May 2018 and 
emerging evidence base.

Chapter 3, Spatial Strategy, determined the amount and location of new 
development illustrated on a key diagram.  It also covered gypsy and traveller 
accommodation and employment land and retail space.

 Pages 14 and 15, sub-heading ‘Housing’ – the explanation for the housing 
figures to be made simpler, perhaps using a supporting document.

 Page 20, ‘Settlement hierarchy’ – a background paper with a full explanation 
to be supplied to support the table and read alongside it.  Comments would 
be accepted on the background paper which may suggest an error had 
been made as to a settlement’s proposed designation.
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Chapter 4 related to how places would change during the planning period.  It 
also set out completions and commitments.  The public consultation may flag 
up information which the local authority may not be aware of at this point and 
there may be new sites that were better.  These sites had to be new and not 
those previously considered and rejected.  

In response to a question raised as to whether you had to own a site to 
volunteer it, it was confirmed that you did not have to own the site, but the first 
step would be for the Policy Team to contact the landowner to ask for 
permission.  If the landowner said that the site was unavailable, it would be 
discounted immediately.

 Page 44, ‘Site SA6 – Land adjacent to Hillside Close’, the site reference to it 
being part residential would be removed on this occasion and the map will 
be updated.

 Cllr Louisson asked for clarification on whether the call for sites during the 
public consultation was just for Gypsy and Traveller accommodation. The 
Planning Policy Manager confirmed it would be for all uses.  It was 
suggested that this should be made clearer in the text of the document.

 Page 120, ‘Horndean Parish’, the second table, Site SA35 – This was in the 
middle of a Conservation Area and not a preferred place for building.  Whilst 
it was not to be removed in this draft Local Plan, a view would be taken 
following on from the public consultation.

 Page 121, ‘Site SA33 – Land East of Horndean’ – Under the summary 
reason for allocation, it states that the ‘detailed geotechnical studies show 
that the site could accommodate more housing.’  Councillors were advised 
that this housing figure had increased to increase density, not because 
there was more useable land.  The Planning Policy Manager would check 
and update this accordingly.

Chapter 5 was split into four sections:

Homes and Communities 

This included policies encouraging healthier lifestyles such as open spaces and 
sports facilities.  It also covered affordable housing policies and gypsy and 
traveller policies.

In response to a question raised with regard to the superseded H16 policy, the 
Planning Policy Manager said that currently, different policies applied for 
extensions inside the Settlement Policy Boundary (SPB) versus extensions 
outside the SPB.  Consulting with Development Management colleagues, it was 
felt that the same policy should apply as the same criteria are relevant no 
matter where the site is located.  The NPPF was supportive of extensions to 
existing developments and the new policy DM10 was detailed aiding colleagues 
to determine extensions that addressed changes to Permitted Development 
Rights.
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Economy 

This included policies which would safeguard existing employment sites.

It was queried why Broxhead Industrial Estate did not feature on the list of 
‘Locally Significant Employment Sites’ on page 191.  The Planning Policy Team 
Leader confirmed that this was based on a list supported by the Council’s 
Article 4 Direction and the evidence base available at this time.

In response to a question raised as to whether the map would show industrial 
allocations, the Planning Policy Team Leader advised that only those protected 
by the Article 4 Direction would be shown.  

Natural and Built Environment

Clarification was sought with regard to Conservation Areas on page 260.  In 
response, the Planning Development Manager said that Conservation Areas 
were statutory designated areas which applied parallel with the Planning Act.  
There could be both listed and non-listed buildings in a Conservation Area and 
there was a duty to reflect the character of the Conservation Area.  Policies 
were set out in order to explain and interpret the Act.

 It was agreed that ‘Conservation Areas’ be made clearer in the glossary on 
page 295.

With regard to gaps in settlements, it was asked whether these could be 
delineated as opposed to a narrative description.  Officers had looked at this in 
detail and felt that a flexible policy was a stronger position.  It was a detailed 
policy and allowed emerging Neighbourhood Plans to delineate those 
boundaries at local level.

Infrastructure 

It was asked whether larger interconnectors would feature as this was new and 
innovative.  However, it was clarified that these were outside the remit of the 
planning authority and derived from national policy.

Glossary 

 Page 293, ‘Article 4 Direction’ – wording be included to the effect of ‘to 
protect loss of employment use.’

 Page 294, ‘Broadband’ Cllr Evans suggested it should also include ‘hard 
wired broadband’.

Page 343, Appendix 6 – Table of Local Plan superseded policies.  It was 
pointed out that Policy DM14 should be S14 in the table.  The Planning Policy 
Manager confirmed that this table was a requirement of the NPPF so had to be 
included.  However, understood that for Councillors and Parish Councils, they 
may require something more user friendly as a guide as they were familiar with 
specific policies such as Policy HE10.  
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 Page 343 - Planning Policy would look at this in more detail and possibly 
produce a more user-friendly guide of superseded policies

Following the consideration of the draft Local Plan, it was RESOLVED that the 
comments of the Panel be noted and amendments to the draft Local Plan be 
made accordingly.

The meeting commenced at 6.30 pm and concluded at 8.34 pm

……………………………..
Chairman


